
Parent/Carer Introduction 
to Phonics and Early 
Reading at St Hilary 



Welcome!
Our aims for the next hour:

• What is phonics? 

• The alphabetic code

• Blending

• Reading and books

• Reading at home

• Spelling

• Concerns about progress

• Questions and next steps



We love 
reading! 

• Reading for pleasure

• Finding out information

• Reading the world around 
them

• Understanding forms and 
official documents

• Accessing future learning 

• Greatly-improved life chances



What is Phonics? 
• Link between the words we say and the 

letters that represent each sound. 

• Grapheme – the written letter or groups 
of letters

• Phoneme – the sounds that the 
grapheme makes. 
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What is Phonics? 



The Alphabetic Code

44 
phonemes 
(written down using 

combinations of the 26 

letters of the alphabet) 

Simple 
Code
(one written 

pattern per sound)

Complex 
Code
(other written 

patterns for sounds)



The Complex Code:

• Once the children have learnt the 
sounds in Phase 2 and 3 and 
become more comfortable with 
reading and writing these in multi-
syllabic words (Phase 4), they begin 
learning the alternatives

• They learn which graphemes are 
used in different places and are 
encouraged to take a ‘best bet’ 
approach



Blending and syllables

• Pushing the phonemes together to make 
a word. 

• Fun – Funny – Funniest

• Charge – Y2 spelling

• Crepuscular → Crep | us | cu | lar 



Common Exception 
Words



Reading and Books

• Children will be given books when they can 
blend – this will be at different times for 
different children

• Books precisely match children’s phonics 
attainment – fully-decodable at 95% accuracy

• This might appear too easy, but we encourage 
children to re-read books three times - for 
decoding, fluency, prosody and 
comprehension

• The children also choose ‘real’ books from the 
library. These are to share and experience a 
wide range of books and explore vocabulary 
with their families

→ 2 books with 2 different purposes! 





Reading at home 
• 5 – 10 minutes

• Choose a time that works for you

• Be positive and celebrate successes

• Encourage them to point to the graphemes

• Encourage them to say the sounds and 

blend them together

• Be patient and let them try and work it out 

• Read common exception words by sight. 

• Re-read texts/parts of texts to develop 

fluency

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hhu3xeNq3Kg&t=200s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hhu3xeNq3Kg&t=200s


Reading at home

• Continue to read to your child.

• Model how to read a book – left to right, 
turning pages 

• Ask questions about what has happened and 
characters’ feelings (model aloud how you 
think about what you’re reading as you go)

• Support vocabulary

• Predict what will happen next 

• Make connections between texts, authors, life 
experiences, …)

• Model your love of reading! 

Summarise



Spelling 
• Segmenting words

• Daily writing as part of phonics 
lessons



Fluency and beyond…
Fluency - not having to concentrate all our 

energy and effort on decoding frees up 
cognitive (brain) space to really understand 
what we are reading 

Accelerated Reader → once children 

know the sounds and are reading with a 
high degree of fluency and confidence
• Termly assessment to give a reading range
• Children choose books from this range 

(mostly!)
• Complete quiz once finished

EdShed → use of phonics to support 

spelling



Concerns about progress →
interventions and support…

• All children are different 

• Discuss any concerns with teachers

• Teachers will assess your child 
reguarly

• Interventions to support child in the 
specific skill they are struggling 
with

• Adaptations for children with SEND



Questions and next steps…
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